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This city has suddenly become of interest, from the
fact that Patricio Rivas, late provisional president of
Nicaragua, made it his point of residence before he with
his cabinet abandoned General Walker, literally turning
traitor to his own country. On Wednesday, the 11th
of June, Gen. Walker left Leon, but not before he took
affectionate leave of Rivas at the barrier. The next day,
Senor Saliza, Minister of War, mounted his horse, and
addressing the rabble, announced to them that the Amer-
icans had seized the control of the city, and were about
to murder the President and his cabinet. In his speech
he took occasion to say that the Americans were about
to burn down the churches and destroy the religion of
the country. A great excitement was the result, when
President Rivas and his advisers becoming alarmed at
their own folly, took flight for Chinandega. After the
flight of the President from Leon, the vicar of the city,
a good and faithful man, instantly denied the calumny,
and ordered all the priests to declare, on Sunday, that
the report was untrue. The people again became rec-
onciled, and the revulsion set strongly against President
Rivas and his advisers.

August 2, 1856
CENTRAL AMERICA

From Nicaragua we have the report of the Commis-
sioners appointed by the Walker-Rivas Government of
Nicaragua to examine and report as to the indebtedness
of the Accessory Transit Company to that republic. This
report was finished at Granada on the 4th of July. The
property of the company seized is valued at one hundred
and sixty one thousand one hundred and twenty-nine
dollars five cents, ($161,129.05,) and the Commissioners
report that the company owes the government of Nica-
ragua four hundred and twelve thousand five hundred
and eighty-nine dollars ninety-six cents, ($412,589.96)
leaving the company still indebted to the government in
the sum of two hundred and fifty-one thousand four
hundred and sixty dollars nine-one cents ($251,460.91).
The report is elaborately prepared, and gives some in-
teresting statistics of the company’s operations on the
Isthmus.

La ciudad, repentinamente, se ha vuelto un punto de
interés por el hecho de que Patricio Rivas, anterior Pre-
sidente Provisional de Nicaragua, la hizo el lugar de su
residencia antes de que él con su gabinete abandonara al
General Walker, torndndose literalmente en traidor a su
propio pais. El Miércoles, 11 de Junio, el General Wal-
ker salié de Ledn, no sin antes despedirse amigablemente
de Rivas en la salida. Al siguiente dia, el sefior Salazar,
Ministro de la Guerra, montado en su caballo, dirigién-
dose a la chusma, les anuncié que los Americanos habian
tomado el control de la ciudad, y estaban por asesinar al
Presidente y su gabinete. En su discurso tomd la opor-
tunidad para decir que los Americanos iban a incendiar
las iglesias y a destruir la religion del pais. Una gran
excitacién fue el resultado, cuando el Presidente Rivas
¥ sus consejeros, alarmados de su propia insensatez, hu-
veron hacia Chinandega. Después de la huida del Pre-
sidente de Leon, el vicario de la ciudad, un hombre bue-
no vy leal, inmediatamente negé la calumnia, v ordené a
todos los sacerdotes a declarar, el Domingo, que el infor-
me era falso. El pueblo de nuevo se torné conciliable y
surgié una fuerte repulsion contra el Presidente Rivas y
sus consejeros.

2 de agosto de 1856
CENTRO AMERICA

De Nicaragua tenemos el informe de los Comisionados
nombrados por el gobierno Walker-Rivas de Nicaragua
para examinar e informar en cuanto a la deuda de la
Companiia Accesoria del Trdnsito con aquella reptblica.
Este informe fue terminado en Granada el 4 de Julio.
La propiedad de la compariiia confiscada estd valorada
en ciento sesenta y un mil ciento veinte y nueve délares
con cinco centavos ($161,129.05) v los Comisionados in-
forman que la compariia debe al gobierno de Nicaragua
cuatrocientos doce mil guinientos ochenta ¥ nueve dolg-
res con noventa y seis centavos ($412,589.96) quedando
la compaiiia todavie endeudada con el gobierno en la
suma de doscientos cincuenta y un mil cuatrocientos
sesenta délares con noventa y un centavos ($251,460.91).
El informe estd preparado detalladamente v da algunas
interesantes estadisticas de las operaciones de la compa-
r iiia en el Istmo.
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Church of Our Lady of Mercy, Granada, in which Gen. Walker
-was sworn in as President of Nicaragua.®

CHURCH OF OUR LADY OF MERCY
IN GRANADA, NICARAGUA

This fine old ruin of the church of Our Lady of Mercy
is particularly interesting just at this moment, from the
fact that it is connected with the ceremonies which
confirm Gen. Walker as President of Nicaragua.® The
church is by the inhabitants looked upon as one of the
curiosities of Granada. By its large size it covers a
considerable area immediately in the rear of the plaza.
It gives evidence of having once been beautiful in point
of architecture and internal adornment, Even now its
massive and time-worn ruins present an impressive and
picturesque ensemble, when viewed from the Indian
village at the base of Momobacho, or from the winding

pathway which leads to the road tc Leon. The accom- -

panying picture, sketched by our own artist, is a faithfu
transcript of the scene in all its details. '

Upon the solitary turret it to be seen the following
inscription, giving the date and particulars of its erection,
which, rendered into modern Castilian, reads:

1 FEditor’'s note — Walker's inauguration as President of Nicaragua
took place on the main plaza of Granada on July 12, 1856, and then

a Te Deum was chanted at the parochial church. No offi_cia] act
was performed in the church of our Lady of Mercy at that time.

Iglesiac de Nuestra Seniora de la Merced, en Granada, en la que el
general Walker fue juramentado como Presidente de Nicaragua

LA IGLESIA DE NUESTRA SENORA DE LA
MERCED EN GRANADA, NICARAGUA

Esta preciose vieja ruina de la Iglesic de Nuestra Se-
fiora de la Merced, es particularmente interesante en este
preciso momento, por el hecho de que estd relacionada
con las ceremonias que confirman ol General Walker
como Presidente de Nicaragua.! La Iglesia es vista por
los habitantes como uno de los atractivos de Granada.

Por su gran tamarno cubre una considerable drea, inme-

diatamente detrds de la Plaza. Da pruebas abundantes

" de haber sido una vez bella en cuanto a su arquitectura

v decoracién interior. Aun ehora, sus macizas y anti-
cuadas ruings presentan un impresionante vy pintoresco
ensemble, cuando se divisan desde el villorric indigena al
pie del Mombacho, o desde el serpenteante camino que
lleva al de Ledn. El dibujo adjunto, hecho por nuestro
propio artista, es una fiel reproduccién de la escena en
todos sus detalles.

: Nota del editor — La toma de posesion de Walker como Presidente de
Nicaragua tuvo lugar en la plaza principal de Granada el 12 de julio
de 1856, y entonces se canté un Te Deum en la iglesia parroquial,
frente a la plaza. En esa oportunidad no se efectudé ningin acto ofi-
cial en la iglesia de la Merced.
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Se empeso esta obra 6 d’Agosto A. D. 1781, y se acabo
al 25 de Jenero, A. D. 1783, con 32 Vs. Sin la cruz.

Translation: This work was comumenced on the 6th
of August, A. D. 1781, and finished on the 25th of
January, A. D. 1783, with thirty-two workmen, with the
exception of the cross.

CENTRAL AMERICA

From Central America we have news by way of Pa-
nama and of Kingston, Jamaica, to the 17th of June.
The Kingston papers report that the union between
Guatemala, San Salvador, Honduras and Costa Rica,
against 'Walker’s government was complete, and that a
portion of the Guatemala army had marched to the
Nicaraguan frontier. Guatemala, it was said, led the van,
notwithstanding her financial embarrassments. The As-
pinwall papers state that Senor Herran, Vice-Governor
of the State of Panama, positively contradicts previous
reports of the disorganized condition of ‘Walker’s troops,
and asserts, on the contrary, that the General’s position
was good.

August 16, 1856 |
CENTRAL AMERICA

We have some additional news from Nicaragua. Among
other interesting matters, the details of the general elec-
tion, which resulted in the choice of Gen. Walker by an
overwhelming majority, to fill the office of chief magis-
trate of the republic for the succeeding two years. Of
the 23,236 votes cast Walker received 15,835; Don Fer-
min Ferrer, present Secretary of State, 4,447; Rivas, the
late Provisional President, 867, and Salizar, 2,087.

Sobre la solitaria torre se ha de ver la siguiente ins-
cripcion, dando la fecha y particulares de su ereccién,
la que, vertida al Castellano moderno, se lee:

Se empeso esta obra 6 d’Agosto A. D. 1781, y se acabé
al 25 de enero, A. D. 1783, con 32 Vs. Sin la cruz.

CENTRO AMERICA

De Centro América tenemos noticias hasta el 17 de
Junio, via Panamd y Kingston, Jamaica. Los periédicos
de Kingston reportan que se completd la union de Gua-
temala, El Salvador, Honduras y Costa Rica conira el
gobierno de Walker, y que parte del ejército de Guate-
mala habia marchado a la frontera nicaragiiense. Se dice
que Guatemala ve a la vanguardia, a pesar de sus pro-
blemas econémicos. Los pertdédicos de Aspinwall afirman
que el sefior Herrdn, Vice-Gobernador del Estado de Pa-
namd, categéricamente contradice los reportes anteriores
acerca de la desorganizacién de las tropas de Walker,
asegurando, por el contrario, que la situacion del General
es buena.

16 de agosto de 1856
CENTRO AMERICA

Tenemos algunas noticias adicionales de Nicaragua.
Entre otros interesantes asuntos, los detalles de las elec-
ciones generales, las que resultaron en lo escogencia por
una abrumadora mayoria del General Walker para llenar
el cargo de supremo magistrado de la reptiblica para los
proximos dos afos. De los 23,236 votos depositados,
Walker recibié 15,835; Don Fermin Ferrer, actual Minis-
tro de Relaciones Exteriores, 4,447; Rivas, el anterior
Presidente Provisional, 867, y Salazar, 2,087.
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Half-way House on the road to San Juan.

HALF-WAY HOUSE
ON THE ROAD TO SAN JUAN

Those who have made the passage to California across
the Isthmus of Nicaragua, will recognize this sketch of
a somewhat well known locality. It is regarded as the
half-way stopping-place on the road leading from Virgin
Bay, on the Lake, to San Juan del Sur, on the Pacific,
and here, wearied with riding for hours on the back of a
slow and stubborn mule, it is customary for the traveller
to halt and refresh himself before completing his journey.
The hotel was built by Americans, and is now carried on
by the original proprietor, who emigrated to Nicaragua
during the Cahfornian excitement. This part of the
isthmus is exceedingly fruitful, and affords a variety of
delightful prospects. The peach tree and the rose run
wild on the borders of the orange grove, where flowers
and fruits are alike perennial and simultaneous; and the
pine-apple, the mango and the water melon, are pre-
ferred to the almond, the olive and the grape.

Surely the time is not far distant when thousands of
the needy sons of the North will get these fruitful homes,
to make use of that exuberance of wealth in the soil
which now rots upon its surface. And coming there,
under wise direction, they will not only benefit them-
selves, but while redeeming fertile valleys and plains
from desolation, bless the ignorant and superstitious
nati\fres with a knowledge of the high views and purposes
of life. ‘

La casa a medio camino, en la via a San Juan del Sur.

LA CASA A MEDIO CAMINO
EN EL CAMINO A SAN JUAN

Aquellos que han hecho el viaje a California a través
del Istmo de Nicaragua, reconocerdn este dibujo de un
sitio algo bien conocido. Es considerado como la parada
a medio camino que lleva de Bahia de la Virgen, en el la-
go, a San Juan del Sur, en el Pacifico, v aqui, cansado de
montar por horas a cuestas de una lerda y obstinada mula,
es corriente para el viajero detenerse vy refrescarse antes
de terminar el viaje. El hotel fue construido por Ame-
ricanos, v ahora es manejado por el original propietario,
quien emigré a Nicaragua durante el entusiasmo Califor-
niano. Esta parte del istmo es extraordinariamente fe-
raz v ofrece una variedad de deliciosos prospectos. El
durazno v la rosa crecen silvestres a las orillas de los
naranjeles, donde las flores y las frutas son a la vez pe-
rennes. vy simultdneas; y la pifia, el mango v la sandia,
son preferidos a la almendra, la aceituna y la uva.

Seguramente el tiempo no estd lejano, cuando millares
de los necesitados hijos del Norte, obtendrdn estos fruc-
tiferos hogares, para hacer uso de esa exhuberancia de
rigueza en el suelo que ahora se pudre en la superficie.
Y al llegar aqui bajo una sabia direccidn, no sclo se be-
neficiardn a si mismos, sino que, al redimir los fértiles
valles y planicies de la desolacion, exaltardn a los igno-
rantes y supersticiosos nativos con el conocimiento de las
altas miras y propésitos de la vida.
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Grand Cathedral, on the main plaza, city of Grenada, Nicaragua.*

GRAND CATHEDRAL—MAIN PLAZA,
CITY OF GRENADA, NICARAGUA

The old Spanish architecture of Mexico and Central
America has the universal characteristic of great strength
and durability, and in these respects contrasts strangely
with the weak and temporary looking structures which
are now erected by the degenerate sons of noble sires.
The masonry of the old Spanish conquerors must have
been constructed, so far as mortar is concerned, on a
principle now entirely lost, for in many ruins we have
examined the cement was equally hard with the stones
themselves; and we have noticed instances where the
solid wall has cracked and falle apart, the mortar re-
taining its consistency. The fine church situated on the
main plaza of the city of Grenada, Nicaragua, is char-
acteristic of the prevailing style of all Spanish architec-
ture on this continent, and strikes the American at first
sight from its novelty and massiveness. It was in this
church that General Walker was inaugurated President

1 Bditor’s note — That was the Parochial Church. There was no
Cathedral in Granada, at that time,

La gran catedral, en la plaza principel de o civdad de
Grenada, Nicgrague?

LA GRAN CATEDRAL—PLA PRENCEPAL,
CIUDAD DE GRANADA, NICLZRAGUA

La vieja arquitectura Espaficie de México y Centroa-
mérica, tiene la universal coracterisiica fde gran solidez
v durabilidad vy er ecios aspectos conirgsia exiroficmente
con las débiles vy anurentemente efimeras astructurcs
que ahora son consiruides por los degenerndos hijos de
nobles sefiores. La r:. a;osteria de ics viejos conguis-
tadores Esparicles debe hawler sido consiruida, en lo que
respecta a la argamasa, con normas chore totalmente
perdidas, pues en muchas ruinas gue hemos examirgdo,
el cemento era tan igualm.nte durc como las piedras

mismas; v hermos nciodo casos donde la sélida pared se

ha rejado v <. morciade, / el cemento o argamasg
mantiene su corsistencia. ..o bella iglesia situada en la
plaza principal de lo ciudad <2 Greneda, Nicarague, es
caracteristice 22! predomincric ostilo de toda arquitze-
ture Espaficia en esie contingniz e impresiona al Ame-
ricano @ prume e vista por su noveldd y Consisiencit.
Fue en esta igiesic sionde el General Waiker tomd pose-

1 Nota del editor — Esa era la iglesia parroguial. Entonces nc habia
catedral en Granada.
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of Nicaragua, the ceremonies attending which we gave
some time since in our pages. Stevens has made one of
the most interesting volumes in the world of his Central
American antiquities; a volume is yet to be written of
equal interest on the relics of the old Spanish cavaliers,
the conquerors of the country from the original inha-
bitants.

CENTRAL AMERICA

The intelligence from Nicaragua is interesting and
important. Rivas is said to be fortifying himself at
Canendagua, where he has already gathered three thou-
sand troops. He is alleged to have the sympathy of the
whole country with the exception of the Americans, who
adhere to Walker., Costa Rica is preparing for another
invasion, and it is supposed, will receive material assist-
ance from Honduras and Guatemala. Against such a
combination, if energetically carried out, it cannot be
hoped that even Walker will be able successfully to
contend. He has, nevertheless, an effective force of
1,000 Americans, who are represented to be in excellent
spirits. The foregoing intelligence is derived from the
Panama Star and Herald, and it is confirmed by the
Daniel Webster, of whose arrival at New Orleans we
have a brief telegraphic notice. ' When the Daniel Webs-
ter left San Juan there was a fleet of seven British ships
in port, mounting 180 guns.

——

The daily papers have nearly all published over four
columns of solid reading matter concerning Gen. Walk-
er and Central American affairs. It is a circular address-
ed to the people of the United States by the seven
prisoners taken at and after the battle of Santa Rosa.
It abounds in the vilest charges against Walker; but they
have little weight with the American people, who are
disposed to view it as an emanation from the Costa Ri-
can authorities. We have satisfactory evidence that the
ultimate object of the Walker expedition to Nicaragua
is not so much to conquer that country, as to obtain a
foothold for a renewed invasion of Cuba.

September 6, 1856
CENTRAL AMERICA

The brig Monseratte, from Carthagena, August 1st,
arrived at this port August 26. She brings the employes
of the New York and New Granada Canal and Steam
Navigation Company. The dredging machine of the
company, which, together with its appurtenances, cost
$20,000, has been seized upon by creditors to satisfy
claims amounting to about $8,000. Bishop Revolle, one
of the founders of New Granadian independence, died
on the 28th of July, at the advanced age of 91.

We have intelligence from Nicaragua to August 9th.
The revolutionary movement against Gen. Walker ap-
pears to be gaining ground. A large force from Guate-
mala and San Salvador occupied Leon, and with the

return of the dry season some hard fighting may be

looked for. It is reported that Walker’s troops were
deserting rapidly. The San Francisco papers, however,
mention that three hundred men were to leave that city
on the steamer of August 20th to reinforce the Nicara-
guan army. Col. Salizar and several natives had been

sién como Presidente de Nicaragua, cuyas ceremonias per-
tinentes presentamos hace algiin tiempo en nuestras
pdginas. Stevens ha elaborado uno de los mds intere-
santes voltimenes en el mundo con sus antigiiedades
Centroamericanas; y un volumen se estd aun por escribir
sobre las reliquias de los antiguos caballeros Esparioles,
los conquistadores del pais de sus habitantes aborigenes.

CENTRO AMERICA

La informacién de Nicaragua es de interés e impor-
tancia. Se dice que Rivas se estd fortificando en Chi-
nandega, donde ya tiene reunidos tres mil soldados. El
pretende tener la simpatio de todo el pais con excepcion
de los Americanos que apoyan a Walker. Costa Rica
se estd preparando para otra invasion, y se supone que
recibird ayude material de Honduras y Guatemala.
Contra tal combinacién, st llevada con energia, no puede
esperarse que aun Walker podria rivalizar con éxito. El
tiene, sin embargo, una fuerza efectiva de 1,000 Ameri-
canos, que se dice estdn en excelentes énimos. La an-
terior informacién proviene del Star y Herald de Pana-
md, la que estd confirmada por el Daniel Webster, de
cuyo arribo a Nueva Orleans tenemos una breve noticia
telegrdfica. Cuando el Daniel Webster salic de San
Juan, alli estaba una flota de siete barcos Britdnicos en
el puerto, armados de 180 caviones.

Casi todos los periédicos diarios han publicado a cua-
tro columnas, abundante material de lecture respecto al
General Walker vy los asuntos Centroamericanos. Es una
circular dirigida al pueblo de los Estados Unidos por los
siete prisioneros capturados en y después de la batalla
de Santa -Rosa. Estd plagada de los mds soeces cargos
contra Walker; pero ellos tienen poco peso ante el pue-
blo Americano, el que estd inclinado a considerarla como
emanacién de las autoridades Costarricenses. Tenemos

‘pruebas suficientes de que el objetivo final de la expe-

dicion de Walker a Nicaragua, no es tanto la conquista
de ese pais, como el de obtener un punto de apoyo para
una renovada invasion a Cuba.

6 de septiembre de 1856
CENTRO AMERICA

El bergantin Monserrat, que salié de Cartagena el 1
de Agosto, llegé a este puerto el 26. Trae a los empleados
de la New York and New Granada Canal and Steam
Navigation Company. La draga de la compaiiic que
junto con sus accesorios cuesta $20,000 ha sido embar-
gada por los acreedores para satisfacer demandas que
suman cerca de $8,000. EIl Obispo Revollo, uno de los
proceres de la independencia de Nueva Granada, murio
el 28 de Julio, a la avanzada edad de 91 aiios.

Tenemos noticias de Nicaragua al 9 de Agosto. Pao-
rece que el movimiento revolucionario contra el General
Walker estd ganando terreno. Un numeroso ejército de
Guatemala v El Salvador ocupd Leén, v con la legada
de la temporada seca puede esperarse alguna dura pe-
lea. Se informa que las tropas de Walker estdn deser-
tando rdpidamente. Los periddicos de San Francisco
mencionan, sin embargo, que trescientos hombres esta-
ban por salir de esa ciuded en el vapor del 20 de Agosto
para reforzar el ejército Nicaragiiense. El Coronel Sa-
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